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because one creates good Kriyamana by the effort one
makes.
It may seem that the limits of a man's power to
choose between different courses in life are very narrow,
apart altogether from the metaphysical argument; that
there he is, with his character got at somehow, established
as a very commanding impulse in his nature, and that the
circumstances in which he is placed, are there also, with
no choice of his ; how can he help following the bent of
his nature ? But that is his karma. Of course it is a very
difficult thing to escape from its influence—in one sense
impossible. But karma is a growing force, and our free-
will does enable us to modify its growth ; and our bent in
the next life will be either still more defined in its present
direction, or inclined in a different direction according to
whether in this life we yield to it without resistance or
press against its influence.
A man with a tendency to steal should right against
it to the last iota of resistant power, and though he may
fail and commit the crime, its force will grow weaker in
the future. Carelessness creates new bad Kriyamana to
come back as bad Prarabdha in future lives.
The bulk of the karma of an ordinary man may be
classed as Dradha. He has not much will and therefore
accepts the ruling of external circumstances which are due
to his past actions. All the events of his life could be
foretold in considerable detail from his horoscope, which
is not the case with a man of strong will who has great
power over his circumstances owing to the force of his
free-will.
Q. But if a man can thus alter Prarabdha by the
force of his free-will, will that not be interfering with the
justice of karma ? Suppose A has injured B in a past life

